Play Association




Forward Milton Keynes Play Association is
an independent charity serving children &
young people locally, regionally and, through
representation nationally. The organisation
has been in existence for over 30 years, it
origins started with the expansion of the city
in the days of the Development Corporation.
The organisation can be likened to a
kaleidoscope having many facets to its work
but its fundamental reason for existing is to
champion the rights of children & young
people (cyp) to play freely and have the
opportunity to develop their social, physical,
imaginative, communicative and emotional
skills through play.

Introduction

This year has been another excellent year of
expansion for the organisation. We are
serving more people and organisations than
ever before through our Core Services and
would not be able to do so without the
support  of  staffitrustees and  our
funders/partners. We provide a wide-
ranging range of support activities. Our core
strategic aims are

Development to support sustainable
development of play opportunities within the
boundaries of Milton Keynes

Support - to provide support as appropriate
to all individuals/groups working/volunteering
with children & young people (cyp) relating to
play activities

Resources - to provide practical resources
to enhance creative free play experiences of
children & young people

Representation - to influence policy & raise
awareness of the value of play to the
statutory, voluntary/community and private
sectors locally & nationally

Underpinning principles -  to ensure the
effective management and delivery of
services

The Play Development Team within MKPA
exists to promote, support, develop and
deliver community play provision within the
borough of Milton Keynes. By enhancing the
quality of experiences for children, ensuring
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appropriate  and equal access to
opportunities and promoting the role of
children & young people in society we
support the 5 Every Child Matters
Objectives:

Safeguarding children at all times
Encouraging Healthy Living
Encouraging Economic Well Being
Supporting cyp to enjoy and
achieve in their lives

Giving cyp the opportunity to make
a positive contribution

Play Training exists to increase participant’s
knowledge, awareness and understanding of
play and associated subjects to improve
guality and opportunity to children in their care

Play Resource Services exist to provide
support, information, advice and low cost
materials for use by community groups and
individuals
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Milton Keynes Play Association
has a main Board of Trustees
meeting once per quarter.
There are 4 sub groups also
meeting quarterly:

Play
Training
Resources
Operations

The Annual General Meeting
takes place in November.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

My fourth year at the Play
Association sees yet more
changes, we are responding to
many diverse needs with an
expanded staff base and
increased income streams. |
am pleased to announce that
we have now employed an
Assistant  Director to the
Association, Andy Grout who
will concentrate on developing
the Training Department and
managing the day-to-day
operations of MKPA, allowing
me more time to look at how we
will respond to the ever-
demanding growth agenda.
There are exciting times ahead,
with many new developments
happening around children
young people and play. Over
this past year | have been a
part of the national advisory
group developing the guidelines
for local authorities to write play

CHAIRMAN’'S REPORT

What a year, but before | go
further | would like to thank my
predecessor B Nield whose
tireless efforts over the years
have helped develop MKPA into
what it is today. | also thank
everyone who works or
volunteers with us because
without you we would be
nothing. The last 12 months
have been hectic, every child
wants to attend a playscheme
or event and much planning
was undertaken by all
departments.  The feedback
from service users has been
excellent and the Trustees are
very pleased with the activities
undertaken.

The Scrapstore continues to go
from strength to strength and
the RU team are to be
congratulated, as are the Play &
Training Teams for their hard
work. Financially we are ona

Strategies, and have Chaired
the Children & Young Peoples
Services  Group for the
voluntary sector responding to
the local and national agendas
affecting our users.

We are currently part of the
steering group re-writing the
Milton Keynes Play Strategy
and will be consulting with
children to ensure they have an
opportunity to influence future
decisions. This is the unseen
part of our role, representing
children & young people,
influencing policy makers and
ensuring ‘play’ remains very
much on the agenda!

Of course — none of our work
could be done without our staff
and volunteers; | take this
opportunity to publicly thank all
for their hard work, effort and
for going the extra mile!

Wendy Usher Director MKP

sound footing, this does not
mean that we sit on our laurels.
Every time we make a new
application funders ask for more
information and technical
details about MKPA. It is to the
credit of all involved with the
writing of the business plan that
we have been successful in
several bids. We currently have
several lottery bids submitted
which, if successful will mean
that we can offer more to
anybody involved with children
& young people.

What we do need are more
Trustees, so if you would like
more information about what is
involved please speak to
Wendy or Andy or any of the
Existing Trustees. Our future
vision is for a one-stop shop for
children’s services in MK — lets
hope that dream comes true!

lan Brown Chair of Trustees

15 Core members of staff are
employed with a further 6
weekend staff working at Aqua
Play. In the holidays we employ
up to 20 additional staff members
for play sessions.

We are grateful for the support of
our 4 regular volunteers and have
a number of occasional volunteers
who we call on when needed.




REVIEW OF ACTIVITIES
APRIL 05 — JULY 06
(Interesting Snippets)

2005 saw the bi-centenary
celebrations of Trafalgar. Not one
to pass on an opportunity, Peter
Davis, our Resource Unit
Assistant, looked at the industrial
waste donated to the Resource
Unit and, using foam, card and
more than a little ingenuity,
created the entire battle fleet out
of scrap. The resulting display
was warmly welcomed by our
members and public alike at
various events across the city &
beyond.

Through the support of EBMK
Shanks First Fund we were
able to utilise the skills and
expertise of Judi Gale working
alongside other staff & MKPA
members to write and publish
our very own ‘Scrapstore
Workbook'. This has been
given out free of charge to
existing members and is
available to new members at a
small cost. Feedback from
members has been excellent
with comments such as: -

“Its excellent bed-time
reading — gives me loads
of ideas to do with our
kids”.

“So good, we have used it
for all our summer
planning”. — Buzz Clubs.

The Resource Unit takes in over
100 tonnes of industrial waste
each year to be re-used for

arts/crafts, creative play, science
projects, carnivals and for any
community based activity




The picture above illustrates the
use of domestic irons to deliver
an Encaustic Art (beeswax)
painting workshop in our training
rooms at Kiln Farm. This was
one of a range of courses called
‘How do | teach the kids this?’
encouraging adults to teach new
skills to children & young people.

The Training Department has
grown rapidly, last year we
reported that we had run 58
courses, this year the training
programme has increased to 80
courses with a further 20 new
titles running for 06/07.

Courses range from, a series of
qualifications up to a Level 3
Diploma in Playwork  for
Managers of settings, a variety of
arts and crafts courses, re-use of
scrap, courses to meet OFSTED
requirements and a number of
courses to support the
appropriate inclusion of children
with  additional needs into
activities.

We have been able to work in
partnership with many agencies
including BBC Breathing Spaces
- creating bugs out of scrap —
filmed for T.V. and shown on the
local news. We actively look to
work alongside other partnership
agencies to encourage the widest
possible audience.

Supported by Milton Keynes
Council during 05/06 the Play
Association has been able to
purchase £20,000 worth of new
equipment for both the general
Play Equipment Library and the
Special Needs Equipment
Library. Before deciding on
what to buy time was spent
consulting with older children

aged 10-14. The resulting
purchases include a video
camera and editing suite,

electric drums and guitars,
balance bikes, potters wheels,
giant inflatable slide and many
other items of equipment.

New equipment

needs extra storage

and during the year

we installed a new
mezzanine floor in

the workshop to

provide more space.

The equipment

library is very well

used with over 2,000

children & young

people regularly

using the loan system via after
school clubs and community
groups.

The Play Association now has
over 160 separate items of
equipment in the library making
on average 460 loans per year
throughout Milton Keynes

Other areas of work include
‘The Base’ a project to give
Young Carers a chance to be
themselves and have freedom
to play. Running throughout the
holidays we now have a waiting
list of children wanting to
attend. 3 young carers have
grown too old to attend,
however all have been recruited
as young leaders and now
volunteer for us regularly.

Aqua Play, run weekly for 8-13
year olds wuses a local
swimming pool venue to
provide arts crafts/sports and of
course swimming.

Young people living in the local
area decided on what they
wanted originally when setting
up the scheme and continue to
have a say through the Steering
Group. Current statistics show
that Youth Crime in this area is
stil down in comparison to
previous years



Every picture tells a story...

Steve Parkes one of our volunteers teaches the guitar to
a willing pupil.

From this to this in
15 minutes!

The children of Milton Keynes
used junk modelling, clay and

Wicked! _W'S_h paintings to design this

I could have this inflatable. The designs were
every day sent off to the manufacturer, 3

| LOVE THE choices were proposed, the
WICKIDISER — MY children then voted and the

FAVOURITE e inflatable manufactured.

There is no other inflatable like
this in the country it is unique.
o The children & young people
Over 200 individual free open aptly named it the ‘Wickidizer

access play sessions take and when in use is accessed
place for some 10,000 children completely free of charge

across Milton Keynes each
year

In the region of 350 individuals Making creepy crawlies out of scrap at the BBC Breathing

are trained in First Aid annually Spaces event, over 2,000 children attended making
individual creatures and joining in to make giant caterpillars
and beetles outside

Using food containers to make Not the only ones to use scrap,
scrap turtles in an underwater National Scrap Swap saw over 20
theme! Scrap Stores around the country

taking part exchanging valuable
industrial waste which is re-
useable for arts, crafts and
creative play. Scrap comes from
as far a field as Manchester,
Portsmouth, Bristol, Cardiff and
even Cornwall.

2006 will see Milton Keynes Play
Association hosting the National
Scrap Swap



Statement of financial activities for year ending 3

1% March 2006

Income

We hit our income targets for 05/06
and are particularly grateful to the
following grant funders who provide

us with 42% of income: Milton
Keynes Community Foundation.
The Esmee Fairbairn Foundation.
EBMK Shanks First Fund. Milton

Keynes Council. Change Up
(GOSE). Equipe Project (ESF).
Childrens Fund, Paul Hamlyn

Foundation, Parish  Councils  of
Milton Keynes + many other small
grant funders too numerous to
mention -  additionally  we
appreciate the support of over 100
organisations giving in kind to our
Resource Unit

Company Information

Directors during the year were as
follows:

Brenda Nield (to November 2005)
(Chair)

lan Brown (from November 2005)
(Chair)

John Heycock (from November
2005) (Treasurer)

Dave Butler (to November 2005)
Veronica Castle (Vice Chair)
Kathy Greenwood

Sandra Clark (MKC nominee)
Ann Edward (to November 2005)
Stephanie Ellis

Lynn McNeillis

Janet Irons (MKC nominee)

Company Secretary:
Wendy Usher

Where does our funding come from?
Total £488,285
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We had a good year, our total incoming resources increased
by 14.4% over the previous year, slightly in excess of
resources expended which increased by 19.1% over 2004-5.
Full set of accounts and Report of the Directors is available

upon request.

Company Registration Number:
3051975

Charity Registration Number:
1047318

Bankers:

National Westminster Bank plc
80 High Street, Stony Stratford,
Milton Keynes MK11 1AJ

Solicitors:

Borneo Linnells
Chancery House,

199 Silbury Boulevard
Milton Keynes MK9 1JL

Auditors:
V Drought & Co Ltd.,

Registered Office:

Milton Keynes
Play Association
2 Burners Lane,
Kiln Farm

Milton Keynes
MK11 3HB

Tel: 01908 263033

Email:
admin@mkpa.co.uk

Chartered Certified Accountants &

Registered Auditors

218 Down Barn Boulevard,
Downs Barn, Milton Keynes
MK14 7QH



Development
through
Play

www.mkplayassociation.co.uk



